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Hitberto hath the Lord helped us. 1 Sam. 7. 12. | | 
. When I came to Troas to preach Chriſt', Goſpel—a door was 1 
opened unto me of the Lord. 2 Cor. 2. 12, — MY 
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THIS SERMON, 


' PREACHED AT THE OPENING OF 
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1 8, 


— . er ng 1 
* * 


WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, 
HUMBLY INSCRIBED, 
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Kis MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT 


THE AUTHOR, 1H 
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8 BEFORE SERMON. 


ETERNAL God, the High act Lofty 
One, whoſe Name is Holy, and who 
art with them that are of a contrite and 


bumble tpirit, though thou dwelleſt not in 


Temples made with hands; accept the Obla- 
tions off: red unto thy Divine ” Majeſty | in 
this Houſe, which, with the deepeſt reve- 
rence, we now dedicate to thy ſervice. And 
we humbly beſeech thee, O Father of mer- 
cies, to have a gracious reſpect to the prayers 


adorations and praites which thy ſervants, 
ſh ll here continue to preſent unto thee : and 


that we may obtain our petitions help us 
always to aſk ſuch things as ſhall pleaſe thee; 
and to ſh:w forth thy praiſe not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our- 
ſclves to thy ſervice, and by walking before 
thee in holineſs and righteouſneſs all our 
days, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; in 
whoſe holy name and words we have the 


boldneſs to addreſs the, as Our Father _— 


art in Heaven, &c, 


Amen. 
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r O ſend aut thy Light and thy Truth : let thin had: me 


let them 'bri ing me to Ghar Hol ly Hill, and to 2 
F, abernacles.“ 


THIS prayer of David ſeems to have been made 


while he was in exile from the Holy Hill of 
Dion, the City of his God; from which the malice 
of a party, and the cruel hatred and perſecution of 
Saul, or of his own rebellious fon Abſolom, had 
forced him. On theſe trying occaſions great and 
grie vous were his feelings. But, what affected him 
moſt, and filled his pious ſoul with unutterable 
anguiſh, was, that his flight deprived him the joy 
and happineſs of worſhipping JEHOVAH in the 
Congregation of his Saints. All other evils he 
could have borne; but this he could not endure, 
no, not for a moment: he groaned and fainted un- 
der its preffure ; he cried out with impatient defire 
to be delivered from its burthen. 

HEAR his pathetic exclamations. As the hart 
panteth after the wwater-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after 
thee O God. My foul thirſteth for God, for the Living 
God: when ſhall I come and appear before God. —When 
1 remember theſe things I pour out my foul in me; for 1 
had gone with the multitude, I went with them ſo the 
houſe of God, with the voice of joy and praiſe, with 4 
multitude that kept Holy-day. O my God! my ſoul is 
caſt dowa within nie: therefore zwill I remember thee from 
the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the bill 


 Mizar.—O ſend out thy Light and thy Truth ; let them 
trad me, let them whats me unto thy Holy 2 and to 
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Tabernacles. Then will I go unto the Altfy of God 
my exceeding joy: yea upon the Harp will I praiſe thee O 
God, my Gd! i ; 
THIS animated piety of Holy David is not 

_ peculiar to him: it is, in a good meaſure, the piet 
of all who ſincerely love the Root and the Off pring of 
David. To unite in the Public Worſhip of God, 
in adoring his Awful Majeſty, in fnging bie Praiſes, 
in acknowledging his Goodneſs, in imploring his 
Mercies, in hearing his Precious Word, in comme- 
morating his Love, and in renewing their Solemn 
Vows and Obligations; theſe Ineſtimable Privileges 
conſtitute their greateſt and trueſt happineſs in this 
world. Whatever their condition or employment 
in life, their joy and delight is to come and appear 
before God with his people. In their eſtimation, One 
dayſpent thus in his ſacred Courts is better than a Thou- 
fand conſumed inany other place: and to be debarred 
that privilege is, to them, an inſupportable evil; 
an evil by which every other calamity is increaſed 

and imbittered. * 
FOR theſe reaſons eſpecially, Chriſtians in all 
ages have formed themſelves into ſocieties under the 
direction of the Minifters of Chriſt, and in obedi- 
ence to his Evang|lical Inſtitutions ; the bleſſed 
Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors having eſtabliſhed the 
Public Worſhip of God, wherever the Goſpel hath 
been received. And herein is to be noted how much 
ſuperior is the privilege of Chriſtians to that of the 
Jews. The latter, for the performance of their 
Public Services, were confined to one particular 
place and Temple, which they were obliged to viſit 
three times in every year however remote from their 
5 dwellings; 
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dwellings » but we, ſo indulgent and bountiful is 
God our Saviour! may build him a Temple 
wherever it ſhall be moſt. convenient to ourſelves : 
provided with a pure heart and a good conſcience, 
and with faith, unfeigned we preſent ourſelves before 
him, we are aſſured of acceptance at all times and in 
every place. | : | 
HOW long and. lamentably. deſtitute of the 
Sacred Inſtitutions of Pure and Undefiled Religion 
you have been in this Village, my Chriſtian Friends, 
it is needleſs to obſerve; and how fervently this 
Prayer of the Royal Pſalmiſt hath, in ſubſtance, 
been repeated by you. Moſt of you alſo were in 
circumſtances very ſimilar to his: exiled from your 
native homes, and from the Tabernacles of your 
God, you were here in a dry and thirfly land where no 
Mater was, Hungry and thirſiy for the Bread of Life 
and for the Waters of Eternal Conſolation, your ſouls 
Fainted within you, and darted many a fervent Ejacu- 
lation to e God of all mercy; that he would be graci- 
ouſly, pleaſed to ſend out his Light and his Truth to 
lead and bring you once more to his. Holy Hill, and to his 
Tabernacles : that he would perform his promiſes to 
make thoſe who ory in tears to reap in joy; and to 
cauſe 1 ſpring up for his afflicted Church in 
darkneſs. Were not theſe the pious breathings of 
ſome among you? I T1 
They were; and have been remarkably accom- 
pliſ hed. That Society whoſe great employment 
for near, Ninety Years hath been with an Apoſtolic 
zeal to propagate the true faith; and who by Divine 
Affiſtance, have cauſed the Light and Truth of the 
Glorious Gpſpel of Chriſt to ſhine in this Weſtern 
0 World 


SEE 
World Jo brightly as to pierce through every dark 
and angry cloud; that venerable Society, in corpora- 
ted by Royal Charter for the propagation of the Goſ- 
pel in theſe and other His Majeſty's Foreign Domi- 
nions, have ſent out the Light and Truth of God's 
bleſſed Word to you. TH are the great Inſtru · 
ments employed by Almigbty God to gather you 
his poor ſheep, ſcattered in the dark dnd'cloudy day, into 
one fold, under the conduct of a Shepherd who. 
ſincerely wiſhes he were better qualified for the 
important charge; and whoſe daily prayer is, that 
he may not miniſter to any of you in vain, You | 
are no longer without an Inſtructor and a guide, 
but hear continually a voice. crying; e This is the 
way, al ye in it. — O that you may all have a 
hearing ear; and know. how to value this blefling ; | 
and, by a ſvitable improvement of it, give the beft 
evidence of your gratitude both o God, wid to 
your Pious BenefacCtors: - --, 

But though this more npoiaaad cally was 
ſupplied and for Eighteen Months paſt we have 
aſſembled for the Public Worſhip of God, we 
have done it under great inconvenience : like our 
Bleſſed Lord and Maſter who had not where to lay 

his head; we had no decent place, no ſacred 
Tabernacle for his ſervice: For my own part; if F 
had not ſeen the hand of God among vs. diſpoſing 
ſo many to attention and devotion, I muſt confets, | 
the unſuitableneſs of our late place of meeting, its 
dark confined and comfortleſs condition, would 
have almoſt diſcouraged me. 

DEEPLY impreſſed with a ſenſe of his great 
deficiency, was it not the further Prayer of every | 

. pious 
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piouz n been that as our Merciful God had favoted 
us with bis: Light and Truth, the Miniſtry of his 
Everlaſting Goſpel, he would alſo ad und bring us 
to his Holy! Hill; that he would gracioufly pitch his 
Tabernacit and dwell among us as he hath in all pla · 
ces where it hath pleaſed his Infinite Goodneis to 
gather to himſelf. a Church for the Praiſe and Glory 
of his own moſt Holy Name? Not a day have we 
aſſembled in our former gloomy retirement without 
fighing fon his additional beneſitʒ without expreſſing 
our longing deſire and [payers that tiny: niger | 
neceſſity might be ſupplied. 
HERE alſo we have a ages auß ver to our 
Prayers. This houſe, whoſe builder * little thought 
how much he contributed to the unſearchable 
deſigns of Providence in building it; whoſe former 
inhabitants departed ſome months paſt, as if im- 
pelled by an Inviſible Hand to: give place to that 
Adorable Majeſty. to Whom it is now dedicated; 
and which is ſo commodiouſly arranged for che 
Sacred purpoſe of Publie Worſhip, is provided 
or us: provided, primarily by the Raben M Lig — 
from 20 be oceedeth every good and perſect gift ove 5 
immediately by the generous contribution of: Aon 
whoſe: names — May they be written in the Book off 
Life with all the peculiar en. annexed: to ws 
wee dena :2d1 Dag ,. * 2 
+ aged. 2 4 — JO. ad 0) RE, þ # II 


It is g feet, 7 28 fe ran; ble rer 5 years ago, 
| 5 8. belt f quar "Tim 105 pur. together 2 fter the be beſt 
5 ner; will admit of; 'a Gallery on three lides, and aim all | 
ben which it is to kave 5 ; and is now, below, Toy: 
| neatly —— off ſo as to accommodate above I 30 perſons, 
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IN this modeſt building unpolluted by the Mere- 
| tricious Ornaments of Superſtitioh, andy like the 
Pure Goſpel to which it is ſubſervient, plain ſimple, 
ſuited to our wants, we have now aſſembled to offer 
up our united prayers and praiſes ; and, in ſo doing, ; 
to Conſecrate it to ſuch religious uſe. For, as the 
Bread and Wine which we are about to feceive in 
Commemoration of our Savior's Love? though 
they be not Tranſubſtantiated or changed by che. 
ayer of confecration, but remain after it no other 
than ſimple Bread and Wine, are nevertheleſs 
thereby ſet apart from Vulgar Uſe, and ſacred to 
the Eur huriſtio Service; ſo this houſe, though it de- 
rive noinherent holineſs or efficaey from our preſent 
devotions, yet is it hereby ſolemnly ſet apart and 
dedicated to the honor and ſervice of God!® and of 
the Lamb, henceforth no more to be corffiderets 5 in 
4 vulgar view but as CHRIST'S: CHURCH the 
Tabernacle in which he bas ane to weße and 
a bleſs us- . ( 
| DAN O hav! mefdraible A aver is this iWil " | 
3 the Lord indeed meet with and bleſs us in this place? 
wilt he condeſcend tobe preſent at out riipertet de- 
votions? How boundleſs is his Love! How exube- 
rant ĩs his Goodneſs i Surely we muſt acknowledge, 
with all the: emotions of gratirude, that 7c Lbrd is 
gracious, and that his Goodueſs enduruib continua: 
we muſt feel it to be not leſs our happineſs and 
delight than, our privilege and: duty 0. mer and 
preſent ourſelves: before him! 0 atio tt! 
AND, if there be any preſent Who, "need Addi- 
tonal Arguments, they Thowld temember, that our 
wants 1 en AE nnd urgent. call — 
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for Aſſiſtance. N ot only the protection and bleſ- 
ſings of providence; but the pardon of out _ 
infirmities, the perperualaid of God's Holy Spiri 
the illuminating virtue of his ſacred word, the in- 
creaſe of our Faith Hope and Charity, our growth 
in Grace, our continued advancement in the Chrit. 
tian Life, are all important ſubjects of prayer and 
ſu H eee and therefore very „ 
to frequent this ſacred place. For ſince the great 
ur of prayer is performed to more advantage in 
Public than in Private; fince the coals of the Altar, 
if ſcattered, will deaden, but if united will kindle 
into a glowing flame, it muſt be highly proper and 
intereſting that we aſſemble for that Holy purpoſe. 
AND if to this we add the Divine Command, that 
we ſhould ſo aſſemble, and the Divine Promiſe, that 
-where but two or three are aſſembled in Chriſt's 
name he will be in the mid of them, it muſt 
ſhew both the expediency and neceſſity of ſuch a 
ractice if * to partake the Divine favor. 
THAT in ſome caſes, a Chriſtian may be excu- 
ſable in abſenting himſelf from Public Worſhip, is 
admitted : but ſuch caſes are few, and always grie- 
vous. The faithful ſoul can never be ealy under 
ſuch circumſtances. In ſhort, as a regular and 
devout attendance on the Public Worſhip of God 
is one ſure characteriſtie of a true Chriſtian ; ſo an 
oppoſite conduct is a ſtrong preſumption of a dif- 
affected heart. There cannot be a more certain 
evidence of irreligion and impiety than the wilful 
neglect and contempt of this important duty. 
Let us therefore not forſaſe the aſſembling of ourſelves 
together, as the manner of too many is; but, imitating 
the 
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che pious zeal of David, thirſt and pant to come 
and appear before the Living God in his Tabernacle. 
Let us joy fully embrace every opportunity of uni- 
ting in theſe ſacred offices of Religion, that we may 
be knit together in mutual Love, increaſing in all 
the Social and Chriſtian virtues; and that thoſe of 
the contrary part, beholding our piety and good 
works, may reproach us nomore. Let the purity. and 
rectitude of our whole conduct be a witneſs of the 
Superior Excellency of our Faith ; in all things 
endeęavouting to approve ourſelves The True Wor- 
Shippers, who Worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth. 
In a-word, let us be really and truly what this houſe 
is figuratively, the Church of Chriſt ; Living flones 
built up into a Spiritual houſe ; built upon the foundation 
* of the Apofiles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt: him ſeif being 
the chief corner flone ; in whom all the building fitly 
framed together may grow into an Holy Tenge 1 in the 
Lord; an Habitation of God through the Spirit. 
BY ſuch an exemplary. conduct we-ſhall 40 more 
eſſential ſervice to the cauſe of truth than by any 
other means; ſhinbing as lights in the world and 
illuminating all around us with the true knowledge 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt; and ſo perhaps turning 
many from Darkneſs 10 Light, and from the Server of 
Satan unto God. 
AND who knows but this may be one of the 
great ends of Providence in ſending us into this 
Country. It was certainly. the caſe in former times. 
When Iſrael went in to Egypt, it was, partly, to 
re prove an ignorant and idolatrous people: when 
the Jews were ar captives into Babylon. it gave 
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Daniel and his Companions an occafion of reckiim- 
ing a wicked Nebuchadnezzar: When the Church 
of Jeruſalem were ſcuitered abroad upon the perſecution 
that aroſe about Stephen, they travelled far'an near 
preaching the Lord Feſus : and in later times,"when- 
ever the Church of Chriſt hath been perſecuted and 
diſperſed, one certain conſequence hath been the 
enlargement of his Kingdom. Happy beyond 
expreſſion ſhall we be, if we let our light ſo ſhine 
before men, that they, beho/ding our good works, 
glorify our Heavenly Father : for they that be wiſe ſball 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever and ever.. 
. AND now, let me add, this day is joyful to us 
on three ſeveral accounts. Firſt, as it is the Anni- 
yerſary of our bleſſed Lord's Nativity : Secondly, 
as it is the day on which, having finiſhed the great 
Work of Redemption, he aroſe triumphantly Rem 
the dead: and Thirdly as it commences our more 
decent and orderly Worſhip ; and opens the Firff 
Protefiant Church in the province of Canada. This 
happy ger ry of circumſtances is, I truſt, an 
indication of our future proſperity. Ant 

MA the Gracious Diſpoſer of all wants make 
it ſo indeed. May his Divine Bleſſing, without 
which their Labor is but loſt that build, reſt upon 
and defend this little Sion inceſſantly. May all 
who Worſhip here be refreſhed with the dew of his 
Holy Spirit ; and be made joyful in his Houſe of 
Prayer. May the Word of Truth here delivered, 
fink deeply into the hearts and bring forth fruit 
abundantly in the lives of all who hear it. _ 
| | this 
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ak hich, is now The Houſe of God, be, to all : 
who enter into it, The Gate of. Heauen; leading and y 
bringing them to his Holy Hill, and to his Heavenly 
Tabernacles; where there is En 979 70. 0 Wan 
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